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forgery, but this seemed inconclusive when their own Foreign Secretary had already admonished the Soviet representative. Mr. MacDonald cleared himself, and laid the charge for publication on the permanent officials at the Foreign Office. Such an unprecedented action by a Cabinet Minister caused a stir among the guardians of constitutional etiquette, but the miserable nature of the business should have afforded any excuse. The Labour leaders were strong men in those days, untamed by sycophant aristocrats in Tory house-parties. The honest rank and file had good reason to curse the capitalist Press, In office they had been treated like children; out of office they were treated like knaves.
Mr. Baldwin had dexterously played himself back into office which he was ready to accept. The Conservatives had captured 412 out of 615 seats, and were the strongest Party administration since 1906. It must be remembered that all subsequent criticism of the Conservative leadership has been based on the immense power that was supposed to have been acquired at this election. There were some limitations on that power which affected future events. They may be briefly summarised. First, office was achieved on a negative (or anti-Socialist) issue. Secondly, the Conservatives had no unanimity on basic principles when they assumed the vast responsibility of nominal power. Thirdly, the imagination and intellectual capacity in the Cabinet would have to be supplied by men over whom Mr. Baldwin would lose his personal ascendancy as years moved on, These considerations had materially to afiect the larger issues of statesmanship, although in the smaller issue of party politics they were unimportant.
So far as the larger issues were concerned, it is worth noting the ignominy of Mr. Baldwin's position. It provides a background for the consideration of his tactics. Having risked his fortunes with unprecedented honesty in 1923, he had returned to a worse position pledged not to introduce the policy which he had formerly believed to be